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III. Account of the violent Storm of Lightning at Eaft-bouniy 
in Suffex,, Sept. 17, 1780; communicated hy Owen . Salufbuiy 
BreretQii* Ef%. F. R. and A. S+ 



Read December 1:4, 17 So*. 

S I R y 

I AM defired by my friend and : neighbour james adahi, E'fq- 
of Soiio Square, to communicate to you an account of the 
dreadful accident which happened to him and his family at Eafl> 
bourn, in the county of Suffex,, at nine o'clock in. the morning,, 
on Sunday the feventeenth of September lafL He rented a?, 
fioufe which Hood by itfelf, built of various forts* o£.ftone r 
three ftories high, and facing the fea^ which was'nearly South- 
eaft of it- The morning was very ftormy* wkh> rain, r thunder^ 
and lightning ;: and juft at nine o'clock a horrid black cloud ap- 
peared,, out of which Mr. ad air faw feveral balls of fire drop^ 
into the fea fucceffively,, as- he was; approaching the window ire 
a one-pair of ftairs room ;; and very foon after,, as* he was land- 
ing -at it wkhhis^ hands elafped,. and. extended open againft the 
middle of the frame, a moft violent flafh of fire forced his hands, 
afunder, and threw him feveral yards upon the floor on his 
back, with both his legs upright in the air, which remained 
long fo fixed.. He was very fenfible of his fituation all the time,, 
but could not open his eyes or fpeak ; nor had he the leaft 
jower of motion of any of his limbs for a long time. On 
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help coming in, and examining his cloaths, which were blue 
cloth, his right fleeve, both of coat and waiftcoat, and alfo ihirt, 
were all torn on the infide of the arm entirely open, as if by a 
dog, from the fhoulder to the wrift; the right-fide of the 
breeches was torn in the fame manner, and part of each of 
the brafs buttons melted. 

He had in his fob a gold watch with a fteel chain ; the but- 
ton which opens it and three other jplaces of the cafe were 
melted. The pendant to which the chain is fixed was almoft 
melted through, and much of the fteel chain is incorporated with 
it, as is reciprocally fome gold on that part of the fteel which 
was within the fob. The going of the watch had flopped in- 
ftantaneoufly, occafioned, as at firft appeared by the fmall 
pendulum fpiral fteel fpring having been lengthened ; not that 
it was abfolutely fo, but relatively, refpe£Ung the fcapement of 
the watch, the feveral inner turns being brought clofer together. 

His right-arm, right-fide, and thigh, were miferably fcorched, 
and the flefh torn : the foot of the ftocking of his right leg and his 
ftioe were torn in feveral places between the buckle and the toe- 
end of the (hoe, and one of his toes fplit almoft to the bone ; but 
the buckle, which was a broad filver one, was not the leaft hurt 
or even marked, and remained buckled as before. His fleeve- 
buttonof gold, in which was platted hair covered with cryftal, 
was broken from its link, and neither hair or cryftal have been 
found fince. A key and a pen-knife in his right-fide breqqhes 
pocket have feveral marks of fufion upon them. 

The frame of the window on which Mr. adair was lean- 
ing was little damaged ; but every pane of glafs fo completely 
fmafhed, you could fcaree perceive it had ever had glafs in it. The 
room was ftuccoed and papered, and between the windows hung a 
large pier glafs, which, with much of the ftucco, was fhivered to 
pieces^ and ftrewed over the floor. A door oppofite the window 
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was fluttered to pieces, and the pofts of a bed in a room behind 
it, and all the bell-wires were deftroyed. 

Under the dining-room Mr. adair was in, on the parlour 
floor, were his coachman, butler,, and footman. The coach- 
man was going to open a glafs-door to go towards the fea, and 
was ftruck dead. ^ His body was totally black. His cloaths, 
and the caul of his wig, anc j cravat, were much torn ;, but no 
particular fiefh wound was found. The enamelled face of his 
fitter watch was broken to pieces, and the links of his fteel: 
chain fattened together. 

The footman was dreffing his hair near a window, when he 
was thrown dead on the ground. He appeared much fcorched, 
bruifed, and black. He had a very large wound in his fide 
which penetrated near his heart ;.. but very little, if any, blood 
came from it. His buck-fkin breeches were much torn, and the 
fteel of a metal knee-buckle driven through them. The window 
fafh was driven into the room, and a ftone, about eight inches 
fquare, forced out of the wall into the middle of the room, 
not far from the body. The butler was a yard or two behind' 
the coachman, and going out with a telefcope in his hand,, 
which was forced in pieces from him, his hat and wig were 
thrown to fome diftance, and he perceived a violent preflure on 
his Ikull and on his back, but was no otherwife hurt. He had a 
fitter watch with a fitter chain, which received no damage. 

In the room over Mr. adair's, a young lady was drefling, 

and her maid attending. They were both driven to a diftant 

part of the room, and rendered infenfible for fome time, but 

not hurt. The pofts of the bed fhe had juft left were all fhivered 

to pieces, and the bell wires deftroyed, and the chimney thrown 

down on the roof. 
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It is to be remarked, that though the bodies of the two fer- 
vants lay unburied from the Sunday till Tuefday, all their 
limbs were as entirely flexible as thofe of a living perfon. 

Multitudes on the fhore before the houfe faw the meteor dart 
in a right line over their heads, and break againft the front of 
the houfe in different directions, and all agreed the form and 
lame was exa£tly like that of an immenfe Iky-rocket. 




